World History and Geography Honors Syllabus

Mr. Borombozin

Room: AB7
Email: borombozinv@rcschools.net
Website: www.ohsworld.weebly.com 

Class Supplies: notebook (3-ring binder)



  pen



  pencil



  paper (for binder)

Description:  Course Description: Students will study the rise of the nation state in Europe, the French Revolution, and the economic and political roots of the modern world. They will examine the origins and consequences of the Industrial Revolution, nineteenth century political reform in Western Europe, and imperialism in Africa, Asia, and South America. They will explain the causes and consequences of the great military and economic events of the past century, including the World Wars, the Great Depression, the Cold War, and the Russian and Chinese Revolutions. Finally, students will study the rise of nationalism and the continuing persistence of political, ethnic, and religious conflict in many parts of the world. Relevant Tennessee connections will be part of the curriculum, as well as appropriate primary source documents. Students will explore geographic influences on history, with attention given to political boundaries that developed with the evolution of nations from 1750 to the present and the subsequent human geographic issues that dominate the global community. Additionally, students will study aspects of technical geography such as GPS and GIS, and how these innovations continuously impact geopolitics in the contemporary world.
Student’s Responsibilities/Expectations: 

1. All rules/regulations in the student handbook will be followed

2. Be seated when the bell rings and prepared to work

3. Bring all needed materials to class daily

4. Conduct yourself properly and respect the rights and feelings of others in class

5. Participate in class and ask questions at appropriate times

6. Complete all assignments on time

Course Goals:

Students will be able to:

- understand the physical and political features of the regions studied

- describe the evolution of government systems

- analyze the philosophies of world history

- create projects targeted to specific time periods

- compare the formation of Eastern and Western civilizations

- discuss historical events with a geographic background

- trace the connections between the past and current events

- develop a sense of cultural understanding and a grasp of the term “global society”

Course Requirements:

1. Class Attendance/Participation

a. Students should come to class prepared to answer questions from previous lessons

b. Students are required to take an active role in our class discussions

2. In Class Activities

a. Students will complete individual assignments in class

3. Writing

a. Students will utilize proper essay format to write class assigned reports

4. Notebook

a. Students are required to take notes and to keep them organized in a binder

Evaluation:
The grading system at Oakland High School is as follows: 
A –  93-100 
B –  85-92 
C –  75-84 
D –  70-74 
F –  Below 70 
I  –  Incomplete (failure unless completed) 
Breakdown of grade:

 Graded assignments will include daily “Do Now” activities, written notes, tests will be done on forms, and periodic research papers.

Teaching Strategies:

Cooperative learning groups; Socratic Seminar, critical thinking activities, technology enhancement of lecture/activities, vocabulary within units, research, assessments, class presentations; writing assignments; graphic organizers

Assignment Types:

Dossiers - A comparative assignment using primary source quotes and secondary source information about historical subjects. Information is gathered into one-page sheets (dossiers) for students to analyze. They use the information to answer critical thinking questions using the dossiers as their evidence.

History Mystery - Investigation-style activities where students review primary to draw conclusions about a historical mystery. Closes with the creation of a ARE argumentative paragraph with the citation of evidence drawn from the exhibits. 

DBQ - Document Based Questions use a series of documents centered around one essential question. Students are led through a step by step analysis of the documents and then must synthesize them to form a conclusion which they then defend. 

Weigh The Evidence - Using multiple sources of information ranging from quotes to movie clips students take a position on an open-ended question. Each sources is "weighted" based on which position it supports (or if it supports none at all.) Focuses on teaching students to consider the reliability of a source before using it as evidence.

Make-up Work, Late Work, and Homework: 

Assignments are due within 5 days of your return. Any work due on the date of absence will be due upon student’s return to school.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain any missed work as soon as possible. Failure to obtain assignments does not excuse you from tests, quizzes, or due dates.  I will NOT hunt you down to remind you of missing assignments. Homework is due at the beginning of the class period unless otherwise notified.
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